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SUMMARY 
Special Article 


Federal Agencies Publish a Wide Variety of Fishery Statistics.--Current statistical 
data concerning the fisheries released by Federal agencies include data on the personnel 
and equipment employed in the fishing industry; the volume and value of the catch; daily 
prices and movement of fishery products; freezings and cold-storage holdings; production of 
manufactured products; imports and exports of fishery products; and wholesale and retail 
prices of certain items. 





Fresh Fish 


landings of fishery products by fishing vessels at the ports of Boston and Gloucester, 
Mass., and Portland, Maine, during November 1940 totaled 32,028,000 pounds, valued at 
y897 ,000--a decrease of 2 percent in volume but 1 percent more in value than in the same 
month of 1939, 


Receipts of fresh and frozen fishery products on the Chicago Wholesale Market during 
November consisted of 4,509,000 pounds of domestic products and 1,328,000 pounds of imported 
items. November receipts were 3 percent less than those of the previous month but ll per- 
cent above the volume received during November 1939. During the period January-November 
1940 a total of 53,519,000 pounds of fresh- and salt-water fish and shellfish were received 
at the Chicago market--a gain of 21 percent as compared with the same period in 1939. 


Frozen Fish 


Cold-storage warehouses in the United States and Alaska held 98,338,000 pounds of frozen 
fish and shellfish on December 15--an increase of 6 percent as compared with the same date 
in 1939. During the month ended December 15 a total of 16,253,000 pounds of fishery prod- 
ucts was frozen by domestic freezers--24 percent less thanin the same period the previous year. 


Market news reports show that at the end of.December, Boston cold-storage plants held 
16,895,000 pounds of fishery products; those at New York, 10,164,000 pounds; and Chicago 
plants, 5,672,000 pounds. Holdings in Boston anc New York were 8 percent and 3 percent, 
respectively, below the holdings a month earlier, while Chicago holdings showed a gain of 
12 percent. 

Canned Fish 


Stocks of canned salmon remaining unsold in packers’ hands amounted to 1,072,000 cases 
on November 30--52 percent less than the holdings on the same date in 1959. 


The production of canned shrimp during the period July through November 1940 was 22 per=- 
cent less than in the same period the previous year. A record pack of tuna amounting to 
3,752,000 cases was canned in California during the first eleven months of 1940. The pack 
of canned mackerel in California in the first eleven months of 1940 was the largest for this 
period since 1935. 

Foreign Trade 
Exports of edible fishery products from the United States during November declined 


37 percent as compared with the same month the previous year, while imports were 1 percent 
under those of November 1939. 
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FEDERAL AGENCIES PUBLISH A WIDE VARIETY OF FISHERY STATISTICS 


By Edward A, Power, Associate Statistician 
Division of Fishery Industries 


Fish and Wildlife Service 


In recent years there has been a large increase in the volume of fisheries statistical 
and marketing information released by agencies of the Federal Government. Considerable 
interest in this type of information has been evidenced by members of the fishing industry 
and related industries, conservation officials and other government agencies, as well as 
consumers of fishery products. Therefore, it is thought that it would be of material assist- 
ance to these groups to enumerate a number of the Federal publications released at present 
which contain fisheries statistical and marketing data, and to discuss briefly the informa- 
tion contained in these reports. 


Statistical data on the fisheries are issued currently by the Fish and Wildlife Service 
of the Department of the Interior, the Bureau of the Census and the Bureau of Foreign and 
Domestic Commerce of the Department of Commerce, and the Department of Labor. In addition, 
the Tariff Commission occasionally publishes reports concerning studies it has conducted 
relating to specific fisheries. 


I. Fish and Wildlife Service reports: 
l. Statistical bulletins.--Over fifty statistical bulletins are issued annually by the 


Fishand Wildlife Service. A discussion of the types of information in the various bulletins 
follows: 





ae Sectional survey bulletins.--These bulletins contain information on the number 
of commercial fishermen in the various sections of the United States and Alaska, the 
kind and quantity of fishing gear operated, the poundage and value of the catch, employ- 
ment in fishery wholesale and manufacturing establishments, and data on the production 
of manufactured fishery products. Individual bulletins are issued annually for each of 
the following sections: New England States, Middle Atlantic States, Chesapeake Bay 
States, South Atlantic and Gulf States, Pacific Coast States, Lake States, and Alaska. 
In addition, a report summarizing the data in the sectional bulletins is compiled each 
year. 





b. Landings at important fishing ports.--Two monthly bulletins are released on 
the landings of fishery products. One of these contains detailed data on the landings 
by fishing vessels at the ports of Boston and Gloucester, Mass., and Portland, Maine. 
The other includes the poundage and valueof fishery products received by Seattle whole- 
sale dealers, and data on the landings by the Pacific Coast halibut fleet at Seattle 
and at British Columbian and Alaskan ports. In addition, two summarized yearly bulle- 
tins are released on the landings at the three New England ports. One of these contains 
a monthly summary of the poundage and value of the vessel landings at each of these 
ports; the other shows the catch of each species by individual types of gear, and accord- 
ing to the bank on which the catch was made. One summary bulletin enumerating the 
monthly receipts by Seattle wholesale dealers and the landings by the halibut fleet at 
Seattle is also released. 





ce. Production of manufactured fishery products.--A number of bulletins are issued 
on the production of manufactured fishery products in the United States and Alaska. 
These include annual preliminary statements on the packs of canned salmon and oysters, 
and on the production of fresh-water mussel-shell products, as well as a bulletin con- 
taining complete information on the production of all canned fishery products and by- 
products. An annual bulletin is also issued on the production of fresh and frozen 
packaged fish in the United States. Each year a summary bulletin is released which 
contains data on the quantity and value of all manufactured fishery products produced 
in the United States and Alaska, 





d. Freezings and cold-storage holdings of fishery products,--Bulletins containing 
data on fishery products frozen and cold-storage holdings of frozen and cured fishery 
products in the United States and Alaska are issued monthly, and an annual bulletin 
summarizing the monthly reports is released at the end of each year. 
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2. Fishery market news. 


a. Market reports.--In order to assist in the development of more orderly and 
economic marketing of fishery commodities, market news offices have been established by 
the Fish and Wildlife Service in the following cities: New York, N. Y.; Boston, Mass.; 
Chicago, Ill.; Seattle, Wash.; Jacksonville, Fla.; and New Orleans, La. Detailed daily 
reports are issued by each of the offices on the production, movement, and prices of 
fishery products in their respective localities. In addition, the various offices 
publish available data on cold-storage movement and holdings, imports of fishery com= 
modities, and data on the production of manufactured fishery products. Monthly and 
annual summaries of information released by a number of the offices are also published. 





be. Market reviews.--The Washington, D. C.,officeof the Service issues a periodic 
publication entitled Fishery Market News. This report contains current reviews of 
fishery market information collected by the Service's field agents, summaries of data 
made available through the various market news offices, articles prepared by members 
of the Service's staff, excerpts or abstracts from other publications, and related 
information. 








3. Annual report of the Division of Fishery Industries.--The Division's annual report 
entitled Fishery Industries of the United States contains a summary of the activities of 
this Division aswell as ea reviewof fishery statistical information collected by the Division. 
Data contained in this report are usually in considerably greater detail than the figures 
released in the various statistical bulletins issued by the Service, 

















Mailing lists.--Persons wishing to receive copies of the annual report of the Division 
of Fishery Industries, the statistical bulletins issued by the Division, or the periodic 
publication entitled Fishery Market News should request that their names be placed on the 
Service's mailing lists Nos. 128 for the annual report of the Division, 128a for general 
statistical bulletins, 128b for monthly and annual cold-storage reports, and 128d for the 
publication Fishery Market News. Those desiring daily fishery market news reports from any 
one of the Division's Fishery Market News offices should apply to the individual offices 
whose addresses follow: 33-A Fulton Street, New York, N. Y.; 2533 Northern Avenue, Boston, 
Mass.; 200 North Jefferson Street, Chicago, Ill.; 309 Duval Bldg., Jacksonville, Fle.; 
1100 Decatur Street, New Orleans, La.; or to 417 Bell Street Terminal, Seattle, Wash. His- 
torical statistical data on the domestic fisheries for the period from 1880 to 1929 can be 
obtained from the report entitled Fishery Industries of the United States, 1950,byR. H. 
Fiedler, Appendix II to the report of the United States Commissioner of Fisheries for the 
fiscal year 1931. Statistical informationfor the years following 1929 my be obtained from the 
annual reports of the Division of Fishery Industries published since 1930. These may be 
examined at government depository libraries, or in some instances can be purchased from the 
Superintendent of Documents, Washington, D. C. 














II. Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Commerce Reports.--Statistical information relating to 
the fisheries issued by this Bureau consists principally of foreign trade statistics, although 
at times various of its business and specialty reports contain data concerning the fishing 
industry. The foreign trade reports issued by the Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Commerce 
consist of four publications. These are as foliows: 


2. Exports of Meat and Canned Fish.--A monthly advance statement containing data on 


the monthly exports of canned salmon, sardines, shrimp, and other shellfish, to individual 
foreign countries. 


3. Monthly Summary of Foreign Commerce of the United States.--This report contains 
monthly figures on the total poundage and value of fishery products imported into the United 
States, and exports from this country. 











4. Foreign Commerce and Navigation of the United States.--This is an annual report 
which contains detailed annual figures on the imports and exports of all products entering 
into the foreign trade of the United States. Data on all principal items entering into 
this country's import and export trade are shown separately in this publication. 
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Summaries of the United States foreign trade in fishery products are contained in the 
Fish and Wildlife Service's annual report Fishery Industries of the United States, and the 
periodic publication Fishery Market News. Copiesof the original Bureau of Foreign and Domes- 
tic Commerce publications mentioned above may be purchased from that department. 














III. Bureau of the Census Reports.--Statistical reports issued by this Bureau which contain 
fishery data, not published in detail in reports issued by the Fish and Wildlife Service, 
are those on the production, consumption, and stocks of marine-animal oils, and quarterly 
information on stocks of certain canned fishery products. A list of the Census reports 
containing the above information follows: 


1. Production, Consumption, and Stocks of Fats and Oils.--A quarterly statement which 


includes information on tthe domestic production, imports, exports, and stocks of cod and 
cod-liver oil, whale oil, and other fish oils. 





2. Factory Consumption of Primary Animal and Vegetable Fats and Oils, by Classes of 
Products.--An advance annual report on the poundage of marine-animal (whale oil) and fish 
oil utilized in the manufacture of various edible and industrial products. 





3. Animal and Vegetable Fats and Oils.--An annual publication which combines all of 
the information contained in the two reports mentioned above into a single report. In addi- 
tion tc data for the previous year, each report contains comparative figures for a number of 
preceding years. 











4, Quarterly Canned Foods Stock Report.--A quarterly report which contains information 
on canners and distributors stocks of canned salmon, sardines, and tuna. 





Summaries of most of the data released by the Census Bureau are published in the Fish 
and Wildlife periodic report Fishery Market News. Copies of the original Census reports 
may be obtained from the Bureau of the Census, Washington, D. C. 








IV. Department of Labor Reports.--Information relating to the fisheries which is contained 
in reports issued by this Department consists of wholesale and retail prices of 4 number of 
fishery products. The following publications contain these data: 


1. Wholesale Prices.--The Sune and December issues of this publication contain average 
monthly wholesale pricesof canned pinkand red salmon, pickled codand herring, salt mackerel, 
and smoked salmon for each of the preceding six months. 





2. Retail Prices.--A monthly report which contains information on the retail prices 
of pink and red salmon. 


The Bureau of Labor also issues monthly mimeographed statements showing prices and 
index numbers of individual commodities which contain somewhat more detailed information 
than is included in the above publications. 


FOOD PROCUREMENT POLICIES OF THE DEFENSE PROGRAM 


Full agreement by all branches of the food distribution industries on food procurement 
policies of the defense program was announced January 14 by Donald M. Nelson, Director of 
the Division of Purchases of the Office of Production Management, following a meeting of the 
Food Procurement Advisory Committee. 


Although the Committee's first meeting was held largely for purposes of organization, 
specific procurement policies were outlined at this meeting by Col. Paul P. Logan, Chief of 
Subsistence, Quartermaster Corps. The four basic policies that will be followed by the 
Army, and which were approved by the Committee, were: 

1. Continuance of competitive bidding as the basic procurement policy. 


2. Eligibility of any responsible vendor to submit bids. 
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3. Purchase of supplies, so far as possible, in carload lots, f.o.b. destination point. 
This may well serve to equalize army business among suppliers in all parts of the 
country. 


4. Inspection of all goods at the point of origin. Such a system, Col. Logan pointed 
out, should avoid the difficulties of delays, returns and unnecessary claims, 


Col. Logan urged all suppliers bidding on government food business to become thoroughly 
familiar with army specifications, to make certain that their merchandise complies with the 
specifications and with the quality standards required by the Army. 


NATIONAL DEFENSE COUNCIL RECOMMENDS MARKET NEWS SERVICE 


Strengthen the nation's human defenses by making food market information available to 
household buyers through market news broadcasts in the local community. This is a vital 
portion of the program as now outlined and recommended by the Consumer Protection Division 
of the National Defense Advisory Commission. 


This use of market news dissemination is urged as an aid to bolster living standards by 
giving the consumer professional guidance in his food purchasing, thus, in 4 measure, assist- 
ing to raise and protect the nutritional levels of the country. 


The Commission's bulletin recommends regular local broadcasts that will tell house- 
wives which foods are plentiful and which foods are the current good buys. It is expected 
that civic organizations and State and local defense councils will enlist the cooperation of 
radio stations, arranging with municipal departments of markets, State departments of agri- 
culture, and appropriate Federal agencies, to provide the service. In this connection, the 
Fishery Market News Service for several years has issued daily reports on the current move- 
ments and prices of fishery commodities in many of the larger cities. During the past year 
the radio has been utilized for the dissemination of two types of information: (1) Current 
market data (supplies, receipts, shipments, prices, etc.) from six cities important in the 
producing or distributing of fishery commodities--these broadcasts varying from once daily 
in some cities to two and three times daily in others; and (2) short, to-the-point broad- 
casts of "best buys", menus, recipes, and information pertaining to food value, which have 
gone out over more than 100 radio stations widely distributed over the country--these broad- 
casts being given four times weekly and one or more times daily over each radio station in 
homemakers programs, at station breaks, or at other times. These latter scripts aim to pro- 
fessionalize the consumer as a purchaser of fish and fishery products. 


The combined radio time of these two populer types of radio broadcasts, which include 
among their listeners thousands of fishermen, dealers, and consumers, now aggregatesmore than 
400 hours annually, and the time is continuously increasing. 


RETARDING RUST DAMAGE TO CANNED PRODUCTS 


It is stated in the Commercial Fisherman's Weekly that the findings of 4 research com- 
mittee set up by the Association of Marine Underwriters of British Columbia show that the 
severity of rust damage to canned fish is reduced by the use of completely lacquered cans or 
cans with enameled ends. However, practical experience indicates clearly that after a cargo 
of canned commodities is exposed to condensation the reconditioning problem is not alle- 
viated to the extent indicated by the reduction in rust severity. It is pointed out that 
the basic problem of the elimination of condensation during seasonal periods still remains; 
nevertheless, until such time as better methods of condensation control are devised, it is 
considered that the use of efficient lacquer on canned goods which may be exposed to con-~ 
densation will result in a measure of food conservation. 





Six cases of canned goods, consisting of 2 cases each of plain cans, enameled ends, and 
completely lacquered cans, which were subjected to a very severe moisture exposure in an 
air-tight chamber in the Vancouver laboratory for a period of approximately 3 months, showed 
that the lacquering or enameling not only helped to conserve the appearance of the can but 
also aided in the preservation of its contents. 
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WHOLESALE AND RETAIL PRICES 


The index of about 900 wholesale price series as compiled by the Bureau of Labor Sta- 
tistics for the week ending on December 28, 1940, advanced to 79.9 percent of the 1926 
average. This indicated that the average wholesale price of all commodities was 0.3 per— 
cent higher than a month previous and 0.6 percent higher than at the end of 1939. Although 
wholesale prices of nearly all classifications of goods increased, food prices declined 
during the month of December from 73.4 percent to 73.1 percent of the prevailing average 
during the base year 1926. Food, however, was 1.7 percent higher than in December 1939. 


In large cities retail costs of food following somewhat closely the trend of wholesale 
prices declined for the second consecutive month. Between mid-October and mid-November 
there occurred a decrease of 0.3 percent, which was preceded by a reduction of 1 percent the 
previous month. Preliminary reports available for the last half of November indicate further 
reductions in the prices of many items. The November 1940 decline in food prices brought 
the index of 54 foods to 95.9 percent of the 1935-39 average, which was 0.8 percent lower 
than at that time in 1939. 


Prices of fresh and frozen fish increased. One-pound cans of pink salmon retailing at 
15.7 cents per can remained unchanged when compared with the previous month; however, it had 
advanced 6.8 percent over the price of the previous year. A one-pound can of red salmon 
retailed at 26.1 cents on the average, which was 4 percent more than the price 4 year ago. 


NOVEMBER NEW ENGLAND VESSEL LANDINGS REGISTER SMALL DECLINE 


Landings of fishery products by vessels of five net tons or over at Boston and Gloucester, 
Mass., aud Portland, Maine, during November 1940 amounted to 32,028,000 pounds, valued at 
$897,000 to the fishermen, according to Fisheries Statistical Bulletin No. 1407. Although 
these receipts were 2 percent less than the landings during November 1939, the total value 
to the fishermen advanced about one percent. Decreases were especially apparent in the 
landings of cod, haddock, hake, and mackerel. 


As in previous months, the cumulative total of fishery products landed at the three 
ports during 1940 continues to lag behind the amount landed in 1939. The first 11 months' 
total for 1940 aggregated 342,118,000 pounds, valued at $9,786,000, as compared with 357 ,635 ,000 
pounds, valued at $8,738,000, during the same period in 1939. 


BOSTON PRICES DECREASE 9 PERCENT IN NOVEMBER 


A total of 591 fares, 231 by offshore vessels and 360 by inshore craft, amounting to 
over 22 million pounds and valued at $726,000, was landed at the Boston Fish Pier during 
November and sold through the New England Fish Exchange, according to the Boston Fishery 
Market News office. 


Although weighted average prices for all species were 9 percent under the previous 
month and only 3 percent over November 1939, the average prices for the first 11 months of 
1940 showed considerable gains over the corresponding period in 1939. Offshore prices rose 
24 percent from $2.83 to $3.51 per hundredweight, and inshore prices increased 19 percent 
from $2.38 to $2.83. All leading species for which data are available participated in the 
price increase except mackerel, which decreased 62 cents to $2.24; offshore rosefish, which 
dropped 3 cents to $1.60; and inshore whiting, which remained unchanged at $1.40. 
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Landings and Prices of Fishery Products at Boston 


























Change from 
November 1940 Oct. 1940 Nov. 1939 cea ps eBeS a. 
Landings Average Landings Avge. Landings Avge. 11 months months 
price price price 1940 1939 
Lbs. % 2 é £ & Lbs. Lbs. 
Offshore vessels 168,689,926 3.35 - 9 - 9 ¢4 «4 199,910,459 223,653,844 
Inshore craft 3,445,633 2.90 ¢ ll - 7 #11 O 29,855,362 29,269,969 
Total 22,135,559 3,28 - 7 - 9 *5 «3 229,765,821 252,923,813 
Leading items: 
Offshore 
Cod, large 1,953,210 3.60 * 5 - 16 +4 #14 20,254,621 21,834,710 
Cod, market 4,967,755 2.96 + 17 - 9 - 3 #10 24,012,177 33,254,675 
Haddock 2,984,105 5.14 38 + 10 - 7 e#1 66,335,938 68,114,655 
Haddock, scrod 1,701,945 3.58 - 30 0 “21 «13 32,207,212 40,559,025 
Mackerel 391,580 4.70 - 81 #118 <3 #50 14,968,369 8,742 ,931 
Pollock 3,259,640 1.94 #223 - 28 #56 «#1 11,615,249 12,111,133 
Rosefish 1,584,995 1.97 - 19 * 6 #22 *4 13,250,345 17,804,610 
Inshore 
Cod, market 179,895 3.90 #143 ) #32 «#13 1,818 ,802 1,298,202 
Yellowtail 172,883 2.23 - 45 + 16 “13 -19 2,467 ,852 (1) 
Haddock 365,370 6.15 - 11 ¢ l #35 «3 3,254,789 2,451,294 
Hake 172,904 4,04 - 37 - 3 -54 +29 1,135 ,809 2,470 ,288 
Pollock 1,904,840 2.01 +611 - 24 234 «+ 3 2,517 ,636 1,789,375 
Rosefish 38,715 2.15 - 91 ¢ 13 -28 +38 3,198 ,849 4,678 ,645 
Whiting 245,345 1.58 - 71 - 4 o48 <-34 7,963,497 6 ,447 ,636 








1/ Data not available. 


FISHERIES OF MAINE 


From information obtained from the Fish and Wildlife Service representative in Maine, 
herring landings continued very light up to the end of the canning season. The Maine Divi- 
sion of Inspection reported that the pack of sardines for the season ending November 30 
amounted to 1,013,919 cases (less than half of the 1939 pack). It was further reported by 
the Service's agent that the market for canned sardines has remained relatively steady. 


It is interesting to note that the unique blood and sand worm industry is expanding 
throughout the State anc provides an income of from four to ten thousand dollars each month 
to Maine diggers. During September records of the Maine Department of Sea and Shore Fish- 
eries showed that diggers received more income from bait worm sales than from clams; how- 
ever,asmore clam-canning plants opened laterinthe season the clam production was increased 
to a point where the yield amounted to more than double the average value of the bait-worm 
industry each month. 


FISHERIES OF MASSACHUSETTS 


From all indications, November was a profitable month for fishermen in the Boston area. 
Even though many of the fares were below average in poundage, unusually high prices compen- 
sated for the small catches. By November the mackerel season in this area was drawing to 
an end; consequently, most of the seining fleet had changed to otter trawling for the remain- 
der of the season. Line trawl fishing also was stimulated by the good prices which were 
received for groundfish. In the Martha's Vineyard region scallop fishermen were reported by 
the agent of the Fish and Wildlife Service to have made good catches during the month of 
November. Local buyers were offering the fishermen $3 per gallon for bay scallops during 
that month. Many fishermen have predicted one of the best seasons in years since the great 
majority of the scallopers have managed to dredge their legal quota daily since the opening 
of the season. It is the opinion of many of the persons in the scallop industry that the 
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years of unrelenting starfish control operations are responsible to a great extent for the 
increased scallop yields in areas which were formerly considered quite barren. Buzzards Bay 
shellfishermen also report scallops as plentiful if not more so than in any time during the 
10 preceding years. 


From Gloucester, information has been received that a wave of vessel construction far 
heavier than for many years is under way. One 90-foot wooden dragger built at Ipswich was 
added to the Gloucester fleet recently while a number of other draggers, chiefly of the 
schooner-dragger type, popular with Gloucester fishermen, are under construction. It is 
said that by the middle of 1941 from 10 to 15 new vessels will have been added to the 
Gloucester fleet. 


FISHERIES OF RHODE ISLAND 


In a summarization of the trends and conditions of the fisheries of Rhode Island during 
1940, the Service's agent in that State reported that in general the shellfish catch was 
approximately comparable with that of the previous year, with the exception of soft clams 
and bay scallops. It is thought that the fisheries for the latter two species of shellfish 
have not yet recovered from the effect of the 1938 hurricane which violently disturbed the 
beds. The yield of most species of fish during the year was somewhat less than in 1939. 
There appeared to be a favorable abundance of hard clams in Narragansett Bay waters, since 
large catches were taken to fill the demands of the clam canneries which were particularly 
active during the season. 


Seed oysters were reported as being extremely scarce in these waters. It is under- 
stood that the heavy set of seed which occurred in the spring of 1938 was virtually des- 
troyed by the hurricane of that year, and that no natural set in public grounds was known to 
have taken place in either 1939 or 1940, 


Shad in Palmer River were reported as plentiful, with catches averaging about the same 
as the previous year. Mackerel were relatively scarce during the entire season; weakfish 
catches good; and butterfish, fluke, swordfish, and bluefish somewhat scarcer than usual. 


FISHERIES OF DELAWARE 


In completing a recent survey of the fisheries of Delaware, the Service's agent reports 
that the 1940 catch of most species of fish and crabs has been less satisfactory in regard 
to abundance than the catch in either 1938 or 1939, especially in the area around Lewes and 
the vicinity of Indian River Bay. Very few increases in market values of fishery products 
were noted in spite of the apparent scarcity. The run of striped bass which many fishermen 
had anticipated did not actually materialize. Plant operators reported that menhaden were 
plentiful during the season just ended in most of the waters along the Delaware coast. In 
addition to good catches, it is said that the fish were high in oil content. 


FISHERIES OF ALABAMA 


In general the 1939-40 fishing season as reported by the Service's agent in Alabama 
was quite successful as far as the commercial fishermen were concerned. Apparent increases 
occurred in the production of shrimp, oysters, and crabs; however, the catch of salt-water 
species of fish was understood to have remained about the same as the previous season while 
the catch of fresh-water fish was somewhat lower than the year before. Preliminary data 
indicate that tongers took approximately 50 percent more oysters in the season just past 
than in the 1938-39 season. The catch of oysters was restricted to that taken by tongers 
since an Alabama law effective prior to the beginning of the 1939-40 season prohibited the 
operation of dredges in Alabama waters. It is said that the oysters are increasing in both 
size and abundance notwithstanding the fact that greater harvests were taken. 
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FISHERIES OF LOUISIANA 


Reports from the Service's agent in Louisiana indicated that in 1940 the fishing indus- 
try experienced one of the leanest years in a decade. The only species of fish or shell- 
fish which were taken in usual quantities were crabs and shrimp. As a result of a late 
summer hurricane which swept the Louisiana coast the 1940 oyster season was particularly 
poor for most of the fishermen. Many oystermen estimate that probably 150,000 barrels of 
oysters were killed during this disturbance. A general price advance in oysters in the 
Louisiana area was noted toward the latter part of the year. During 1940 fresh crab meat 
picking plants were particularly active, according to the data at hand, and it is thought 
that the production of picked meat during the season just ended has exceeded considerably 
the amount picked in 1939. Since crabs were rather abundant, many fishermen resorted to 
crab fishing, thereby curtailing the number of persons engaged in the catching of other 
species of fish. It is said that the yield of shrimp in Louisiana waters in 1940 was con- 
parable to the 1939 catch. A large volume of the shrimp was placed in freezers during the 
season so that by the end of the year stocks of frozen shrimp had reached the highest point 
ever known in the industry. Apparently dealers shipped their shrimp to local freezers rather 
than glutting the markets elsewhere when it was found that the northern outlets could no 
longer absorb the production. 


CHICAGO RECEIPTS DECLINE 3 PERCENT IN NOVEMBER 


Receipts on the Chicago Wholesale Market during November showed a decline of 3 percent 
as compared with October, but an increase of 11 percent as compared with the same month a 
year ago. The arrivals included 83 classifications of fishery products, 34 of which were 
fresh-water fish and 33 salt-water fish, while 16 consisted of shellfish and miscellaneous 
items. Fresh-water fish comprised 55 percent of the volume received; 21 percent was salt- 
water fish; and 24 percent, shellfish and miscellaneous items. 


A marked decline in the November receipts of whitefish, yellow perch, halibut, shrimp, 
and a number of less important varieties caused the receipts to fall below the October total. 
However, increases of 169 percent in lake herring receipts and 39 percent in those for 
oysters were noted. 


The total receipts for the ll-months' period from January — November also showed a 
gain of 21 percent above the same period in 1939, as shown in the following table prepared 
from the monthly summary of the Fishery Market News Service office at Chicago. 


Receipts of Fishery Products at Chicago 























Item November Nov. 1940 compared with 1l-months li-mo. 1940 com- 
1940 Oct. 1940 Nov. 1939 Jan.-Nov. pared with 
11-mo.1939 
Classification: Pounds Percent Percent Pounds Percent 
Fresh-water fish 3,195 ,000 * 6 * 16 28 ,742 ,000 * 16 
Salt-water fish 1,213 ,000 ~ 13 e 2 14 ,812 ,000 + 30 
Shellfish, etc. 1,429 ,000 - 10 + 10 9,965 ,000 * 28 
Total receipts 5 ,837 ,000 - 3 #11 53 ,519 ,000 a 21 
Leading Items:* 
Lake herring 778 ,000 #169 #168 3,014,000 + 45 
Lake trout 750 ,000 - 4 - 22 5 5619 ,000 + 16 
Whitefish 328 ,000 - 25 Q 3,808 ,000 + 36 
Yellow perch 216 ,000 - 31 - 18 2,661,000 + 23 
Halibut 472 ,000 - 38 - 28 7 ,097 ,000 +13 
Oysters, shucked 231 ,000 + 39 + 26 1,044,000 * 22 
Shrimp 900 ,000 - 25 + 7 6,729 ,000 * 21 








Seer ae ee ae ee ee ee ee 
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Receipts of Fishery Products at Chicago (Continued) 




















Item November Nov. 1940 compared with 11-months li-mo. 1940 com- 
1940 Oct. 1940 Nov. 1939 Jan.-Nov, pered with 
1940 11-mo.1939 
Leading sources: Pounds Percent Percent Pounds Percent 
Louisiana 590 ,000 - 33 + 10 5 ,455 ,000 « 50 
Michigan 528 ,000 - 33 - 42 6 ,659 ,000 * 20 
Wisconsin 1,060,000 #129 #102 7 ,089 ,000 + 33 
Domestic total 4,509 ,000 a * + 8 37 5825 ,000 + 21 
Imported total 1,328,000 - 8 * 23 15,694,000 + 23 
Transported by: 
Truck 2,459 ,000 + 16 + 45 18,795 ,000 43 
Express 1,107 ,000 - 40 - 29 17,783 ,000 ; + 14 
Freight 2,271 ,000 ¢ 11 ¢ 14 16,941,000 + 10 





* Includes fresh and frozen fish. 


FISHERIES OF CALIFORNIA 


Reports emanating from the Service's agent in California show that the Northern Cali- 
fornia sardine production through November was only about 60 percent of the production for 
the same period in 1939 while in Southern California the catch was approximately 70 percent 
greater than in the previous year. The favorable abundance of fish which occurred in Southern 
California waters is believed to have been due partially to the lack of fishing in Northern 
California during the early part of the season. Canning of sardines in all districts remained 
at a high level so that despite a late start in Northern California there were indications 
that the pack will approximate the previous season's production. Mackerel fishing continues 
to be heavy and the pack of canned mackerel by the end of November had already exceeded the 
entire pack during 1939. 


In recent years the method of mackerel fishing has undergone considerable change. In 
earlier years mackerel were taken mainly by a modified form of purse seine which was called 
a ring net. Now,even though this gear is still used, smaller quantities are taken with it. 
Also, numerous small boats at one time engaged in fishing with poles and lines and chum but 
in recent years this type of fishing has been almost entirely discarded. Now the mackerel 
are still attracted to the surface with chum but they are scooped up with a dip net instead 
of being taken from a line. The winter months from November through February appear to be 
the best season for this method of fishing for mackerel so that many of the small boats are 
occupied in this type of fishing during the winter months. 


The Navy has purchased a number of the larger California fishing vessels and converted 
them into auxiliary craft. While the effect of this curtailment of the number of boats 
engaged in the fisheries has not yet been apparent, it is believed that the summer purse 
seine fishery for tuna will be considerably affected as each of the vessels purchased by 
the Navy ordinarily land from 250 to 500 tons of tuna each during that season. 


FISH MOST IMPORTANT CANNED ITEM IN CANADA 


In a recent summarization of the canned food production in Canada for 1938, the Dominion 
Bureau of Statistics states that canned fish is the most valuable commodity of all of the 
types of food packed in that country. Canada's canning industry has shown a remarkable 
expansion, increasing from a value of $8,250,000 in 1900 to more than $63,443,000 in 1938. 
Of the 1938 total, the value of the canned fish produced amounted to $16,298,000, or about 
$2,000,000 more than the next most important item, canned vegetables, the output of which 
was valued at $14,520,000. 


Among the species of fish canned, salmon ranks first in value. The packing of salmon 
in Canada is confined almost wholly to the Province of British Columbia on the Pacific Coast. 
Lobsters, sardines, herring, clams, and pilchard follow in respective order of importance. 
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NEW PLANT TO PRODUCE EDIBLE HERRING OIL IN SWEDEN 


"As a result of successful experiments in extracting edible oil from herring and other 
fish, a plant for the purpose is to be built at Karlshamm, Sweden, by one of Sweden's leading 
vegetable oil producers, at a cost of approximately $350,000, and with a daily capacity of 
50 tons of oil", according to Foreign Commerce Weekly, @ publication of the Bureau of Foreign 
and Domestic Commerce. 





"After a saturation process, otherwise known as 'hardening' , the fish oii becomes definitely 
neutral in taste. In addition to oil, there will be two valuable byproducts--one rich in 
vitamins which may be used as cattle feed, and the other an albumen food. The same concern 
will build one cracking plant and one plant for the utilization of offal. The cracking 
plant will produce, among other products, glycerine and stearine. 


"The new plants are intended for peacetime production as well as for the special demands 
created by the present war.” 


FROZEN FISH TRADE 


Domestic Holdings of Frozen Fishery Products Reach New High 


For the second successive month domestic stocks of frozen fishery products exceeded all 
previous records. The total holdings of frozen fish and shellfish in United States and 
Alaska cold-storage plants on December 15 amounted to 98,338,000 pounds, an increase of 
807,000 pounds or 1 percent over the former record holdings of the previous month. December 
15 holdings were 6 percent greater than those on the same date in 1939 and 14 percent above 
the five-year average for this date. 


Items showing large gains in holdings on December 15 as compared with the same date in 
November were lake herring, pollock fillets, and shrimp. Stocks of shrimp, which totaled 
7,207,000 pounds on December 15, were the largest on record. Holdings of this item were 
24 percent greater than the quantity in storage on November 15, and 50 percent above the 
volume held on December 15, 1939. 


Holdings of Fishery Products in United States Cold-storage Plants 1/ 























Dec. 15 compared with November December 5-yr. 
Item Dec. 15 Nov. 15 Dec. 15 5S-yr. av. 15 15 Average 
1940 1940 1939 Dec. 15 1940 1939 Dec. 15 
Pounds Percent Percent Percent Pounds Pounds Pounds 
Frozen fish and shellfish 
Total holdings 98,338,000 * 1 + 6 +14 97,531,000 92,431,000 86,556,000 
Importent items: 
Lake herring 2,762,000 +117 -27 +14 1,274,000 3,785,000 2,416,000 
Cod fillets 3,002,000 + 12 2/ 3/ 2,681,000 2,998,000 3 
Croakers 1,015,000 - 22 -53 - 5 1,303,000 2,157,000 1,074,000 
Haddock filiets6,398,000 -17 2/ 2/ 7,716,000 6,390,000 6,411,000 
Halibut 10,793,000 - 13 +50 #29 12,409,000 7,219,000 8,372,000 
Mackerel 7,497,000 -17 +16 #37 8,981,000 6,459,000 5,453,000 
Pollock riliets5,196,000 +144 +8 3/ 2,131,000 4,822,000 3/ 
Rosefishfiiiets1,368,000 - 8 -59 3 1,485,000 3,363,000 3/ 
Sablefish 2,976,000 - 4 -1 #23 3,089,000 2,960,000 2,422,000 
Salmon 10,953,000 - 7 +46 -5 11,789,000 7,495,000 11,578,000 
Whitefish 2,312,000 - 3 #24 +95 2,373,000 1,865,000 1,183,000 
Whiting 9,093,000 -11 +3 - 3 10,231,000 8,861,000 9,340,v00 
Scallops 1,745,000 - 6 #21 3/ 1,848,000 1,437,000 3/ 
Shrimp 7,207,000 + 24 +50 3/ 5,801,000 4,797,000 3/ 
Cured fish: 
Herring, cured 20,526,000 - 5 #28 #50 21,608,000 16,078,000 13,723,000 
Salmm mild-cured 4,782,000 - 29 -36 -32 6,689,000 7,517,000 6,992,000 








1/ Statistics furnished by the Agricultural Marketing Service, Department of Agriculture. 


2/ An increase or decrease of less than one-half of one percent. 
3/ Data not available. 
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A total of 16,253,000 pounds of fishery products was frozen during tle month ended 
December 15, 1940--27 percent less than the quantity frozen during the previous month. Four 
items accounted for 54 percent of the total volume of fish and shellfish frozen by domestic 
freezers during the month. These were pollock fillets, which accounted for 23 percent of 
the total; shrimp, 12 percent; lake herring, 10 percent; and rosefish fillets, 9 percent. 
Freezings of all principal items, except rosefish fillets, declined during the month ended 
December 15, 1940, as compared with the same period in 1939. 


Freezings of Fishery Products in United States Cold-storage Plants 1/ 
(Figures are for the month ending on the date indicated) 














Dec. 15 compared with November December 5S-yr. 
Item Dec. 15 Nov. 15 Dec. 15 5S-yr. av. 15 15 Average 
1940 1940 1939° Dec. 15 1940 1939 Dec. 15 
Pounds Percent Percent Percent Pounds Pounds Pounds 
Total fish and 
shellfish 16,253,000 - 27 -24 - 2 22,190,000 21,389,000 15,937,000 
Important items: 
Lake herring 1,768,000 +314 2/ +40 427,000 1,771,000 1,265,000 
Cod fillets 364,000 = 52 -72 3/ 755,000 1,296,000 3 
Haddock fillets 362,000 - 54 -63 -63 783 ,000 985 ,000 970 ,000 
Pollock fillets 3,737,000 + 67 -13 3/ 2,239,000 4,274,000 3 
Rosefishfiliets 1,391,000 - 14 2/ 3/ 1,612,000 1,389,000 3 
Sablefish 326 ,000 - 74 -56 - 7 1,264 ,000 741,000 351,000 
Salmon 404,000 - 83 -17 -25 2,391,000 489 ,000 541,000 
Whiting 628,000 - 55 -47 -40 1,396,000 1,178,000 1,047,000 
Shr imp 1,933,000 - 38 -12 3/ 3,102,000 2,204,000 3/ 





i/ Statistics furnished by the Agricultural Marketing Service, Department of Agriculture. 
2/ An increase or decrease of less than one-half of one percent. 
3/ Data not available. 


Boston Cold-storage Holdings Decline Slightly during December 


Although Boston cold-storage holdings of frozen fishery products decreased 8 percent 
during December, the total stocks on the last day of the year in 1940 were 14 percent above 
those at the end of the previous year. On December 31, 1940, Boston freezers reported hold- 
ings of 16,895,000 pounds as compared with 18,369,000 pounds on November 27, and 14,804,000 
pounds on December 27, 1939. As compared with the previous year, stocks of frozen sword- 
fish, smelt, shrimp, and mackerel showed the greatest proportionate increases, while hold- 
ings of squid, scallops, and haddock and cod fillets declined. The following table, taken 
from the records of the Fishery Market News Service, indicates the holdings in Boston on 
December 31, 1940, as compared with the stocks on earlier dates. 


Boston Cold-storage Holdings 




















Item Dec. 31, 1940 Dec. 26 compared with Nov. 27, 1940 Dec. 27, 1939 
Nov. 27, 1940 Dec. 27, 1939 
Pounds Percent Percent Pounds Pounds 
Total fish and 
shellfish 16 ,895 ,000 - 8 + 14 18 ,369 ,000 14,804,000 
Leading items: 
Cod fillets 1,649 ,000 - 4 - l 1,714,000 1,663 ,000 
Haddock fillets 2,514,000 - 26 - 15 3,405 ,000 2,959 ,000 
Pollock fillets 3,483,000 + 82 #12 1,914,000 3,116 ,000 
Mackerel 3,092 ,000 - 22 # 27 3,987 ,000 2 ,433 ,000 
Snelt $13 ,000 - 8 #491 341 ,000 53,000 
Swordfish(Jap.) 53 ,000 #279 #165 14,000 20,000 
Swordfish(native) 203,000 - 30 #497 291,000 34,000 
Whiting 1,508 ,000 - 28 e 31 2,107,000 1,153 ,000 
Scallops 475 ,000 - 15 - 10 561 ,000 527 ,000 
Shrimp 345 ,000 + 8 #148 318 ,000 139 ,000 
Squid 265 ,000 - 37 - 59 424 ,000 642 ,000 
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New York Cold-storage Holdings Decline 3 percent during December 


The total frozen fishery products held in cold-storage warehouses in New York at the 
end of December showed a 3 percent decline compared with the previous month and a 4 percent 
increase as compared with a year ago. The greatest change appeared in lobster tails, a gain 
of 239 percent compared with November and a gain of 68 percent as compared with a year ago. 
Other items showing considerable increases in the annual comparison were sea herring and 
sardines, 85 percent; king salmon, 100 percent; mackerel, 82 percent; sablefish, 119 per- 
cent; and whitefish, 106 percent. 


The following tabulation shows these and other changes in holdings of important varie- 
ties as prepared from the records of the Fishery Market News Service in New York. 


New York Cold-storage Holdings 














Item Dec. 26, 1940 Dec. 26 compared with Nov. 28, 1940 Dec. 28, 1939 
Nov. 28, 1940 Dec. 28, 1939 
Pounds Percent Percent Pounds Pounds 
Total fish and 
shellfish 10 ,164,000 - 3 ¢ 4 10 ,488 ,000 9,762,000 
Leading items: 
Butterfish 366 ,000 - 13 - 45 421 ,000 670 ,000 
Halibut 254,000 e 5 + 49 242 ,000 170 ,000 
Herring, sea and 
sardine 347 ,000 * 9 + 85 319 ,000 188 ,000 
King salmon 862 ,000 +13 +100 763 ,000 432 ,000 
Mackerel 919,000 - ll + 82 1,028 ,000 506 ,000 
Sablefish 293 ,000 - 2 #119 300 ,000 134,000 
Sturgeon 544,000 - 10 - 41 603 ,000 928 ,000 
Whitefish 1,787,000 - 9 +106 1,973,000 869 ,000 
Lobster tails, 
spiny 302 ,000 #239 + 68 89 ,000 180 ,000 
Scallops 441 ,000 - 5 + 17 466 ,000 377 ,000 
Shrimp 988 ,000 - 8 * 22 1,079,000 B09 ,000 





Chicago Cold-storage Holdings Show Large Annual Increase in Smelt 


The Chicago cold-storage warehouse holdings for the month ending December 26 amounted 
to 5,672,000 pounds, an increase of 12 percent above the holdings of November 28,and an 
increase of 10 percent as compared with the holdings December 28 a year ago. The items 
largely responsible for the increase over November were blue pike and sauger, lake herring 
and chubs, and shrimp, showing gains of 90 percent, 89 percent, and 26 percent, respectively. 
The items contributing to the increase over December 1939 were smelt, 184 percent; cod fillets, 
99 percent; halibut, 82 percent; silver salmon, 60 percent; and scallops, 98 percent. Changes 
in the holdings of these and other important varieties, as compiled fram Fishery Market News 
Service records in Chicago, are shown in the following tabulation: 


Chicago Cold-storage Holdings 














Item Dec. 26, 1940 Dec. 26 compared with Nov. 28, 1940 Dec. 28, 1939 
Nov. 28, 1940 Dec. 28, 1939 
Pounds Percent Percent Pounds Pounds 


Total fish and 


shellfish 5,672 ,000 + 12 - 10 5 ,072 ,000 6 ,305 ,000 
Leading items: 
Blue pike and 


sauger 135 ,000 + 90 - 80 71,000 683,000 
Lake herring and 
chubs 748 ,000 + 89 «14 395 ,000 657,000 


Lake trout 666 ,000 0 - 32 667 ,000 975 ,000 
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Chicago Cold-storage Holdings (continued) 














Item Dec. 26, 1940 Dec. 26 compared with Nov. 28, 1940 Dec. 28, 1939 
Nov. 28, 1940 Dec. 28, 1939 
Leading items Pounds Percent Percent Pounds Pounds 
(continued) : 
Smelt 165 ,000 - 36 +184 256 ,000 58 ,000 
Whitefish 247 ,000 - 17 - 37 298 ,000 395 ,000 
Cod fillets 171,000 - 2 + 99 175 ,000 86 ,000 
Haddock fillets 121,000 - 2 - 15 124 ,000 143,000 
Halibut 593 ,000 * 3 + 82 578 ,000 326 ,000 
Silver salmon 125 ,000 + 4 + 60 120 ,000 78 ,000 
Whiting 113,000 0 * 53 113,000 74,000 
Scallops 123,000 - 5 + 98 130 ,000 62,000 
Shrimp 1,003 ,000 * 26 + 16 799 000 865 ,000 





Canadian Holdings of Frozen Fish Show Gain 


Canadian cold-storage plants held 36,572,000 pouuds of fresh frozen fish and shellfish 
on December 1, according to preliminary figures released by the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. 
This is a gain of 13 percent over the holdings on the same date in 1939 but 1 percent under 
the quantity in storage on November 15, 1940. Four items accounted for 68 percent of the 
holdings. These were salmon, 10,749,000 pounds; sea herring, 7,648,000 pounds; halibut, 
4,462,000 pounds; and mackerel, 2,118,000 pounds. Stocks of salmon were 79 percent above 
those of December 1, 1939, while holdings of sea herring showed a gain of 26 percent. Marked 
declines were reported in the stocks of mackerel, whitefish, pickerel, and tullibees. 


In addition to the holdings of fresh frozen fish, Canadian cold-storage plants also 
held 2,236,000 pounds of frozen smoked fish on December 1, 1940. Groundfish fillets accounted 
for 1,008,000 pounds of the total and sea herring kippers, 850,000 pounds. 


Canadian cold-storage plants froze 5,529,000 pounds of fresh fishery products and 
1,038,000 pounds of smoked products during November. fFreezings of fresh fish were 31 per- 
cent greater than in the same month the previous year while the production of frozen smoked 
fish showed a gain of 56 percent. Salmon, cod fillets, and sea herring were the principal 
items of fresh fish frozen during November, while smoked groundfish fillets led in the pro- 
duction of frozen smoked fish. 


CANNED FISH TRADE 
Unsold Stocks of Canned Salmon Unusually Low 


Inventories of canned salmon on November 30, 1940, remaining unsold by producers amounted 
to less than half the quantity held on the corresponding date in 1939. Statistics issued by 
the Association of Pacific Fisheries and based on data obtained from 84 canning plants pro- 
ducing about 99 percent of the pack show that supplies of canned salmon on hand as of Novem- 
ber 30, 1940, amounted to 1,072,000 standard cases of 48 one-pound tins as compared with 
2,256,000 cases on the same date the previous year. During the month of November stocks were 
reduced 252,000 cases. As in previous months, exceptionally low holdings of Alaska red 
salmon were chiefly responsible for the sharp decline in the total figure; however, supplies 
of canned chinook salmon and Puget Sound sockeye salmon were substantially above those on 
November 30, 1939. A complete statement of unsold stocks follows: 


Canned Salmon Unsold - Standard Cases 


Iten November 30 October 31 November 30 
1940 1940 1939 

Chinook or king 98 ,000 103 ,000 54,000 
Puget Sound sockeye 42 ,000 43 ,000 32,000 
Alaska red 255 ,000 337 ,000 1,416 ,000 
Silver or coho 200 ,000 226 ,000 101,000 
Humpback or pink 407 ,000 536 ,000 486 ,000 
Chum 61,000 69,000 163 ,000 
Bluebacks and steelheads 9 ,000 10,000 4,000 


Total 1,072,000 1,324,000 2,256 ,000 
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Below are shown the quotations for canned salmon, f.0.b. Pacific Coast shipping points, 
as reported by Seattle salmon brokers to the Seattle Fishery Market News office on Decem- 
ber 1, 1940. 


Canned Salmon Quotations 





Item Can size Quotation Dec. l Quotation Nov. l 
1940 - per doz. cans 1940 - per doz. cans 
Alaska red 1 1b. tall $2.55 $2.50 
Silver or coho 1 lb. tall $1.85 - 2,00 $1.85 - 2.00 
Chum . 4 lb. tall 1.30 _ leoo 1.25 anal 1.30 
Humpback or pink 1 lb. tall 1.45 - 1.50 1.40 
Puget Sound sockeye 1 1b. flat 3.65 3.50 = 3.65 


Puget Sound Salmon Pack 


From January 1 to November 23, 1940, inclusive, the pack of canned salmon in the Puget 
Sound district of Washington amounted to 115,000 cases, according to preliminary data issued 
by the Department of Fisheries in thet State. During the corresponding period in 1939 can- 
ning plants in that area produced 381,000 standard cases of 48 one-pound cans. Nearly all 
of the decline in 1940 may be attributed to the low production of pink or humpback salmon 
which occur in abundance in Puget Sound during alternate years. The pack in standard cases 
by species is listed below: 


Puget Sound Salmon Pack to November 23, 1940 - Standard Cases 


Species i959 1940 
Chinook or king 2,533 1,968 
Red or sockeye 41 ,934 59 ,660 
Silver or coho 50 ,870 29 ,845 
Humpback or pink 270 ,343 2,612 
Chum or keta 15 124 20 ,973 

Total 380 ,804 115 ,058 


1940 Canned Shrimp Pack Below Previous Seasons 


FromJuly through November of the current season the canned shrimp production as reported 
by southern shrimp packers operating under the Seafood Inspection Service of the United 
States Food and Drug Administration amounted to 768,000 standard cases of 48 No. 1 cans. 
This was 22 percent less than the number of cases of shrimp canned during the same period 
of the 1939-40 season. Throughout the present season 40 plants have operated an average of 
42 days each. During the month of November the canned output totaled 227,000 cases. 


Packers' quotations indicated a very slight advance in the wholesale prices during 
November. Complete quotations referring to No. 1 tall tins of canned shrimp in ordinary 
wholesale quantities, f.o.b. point of production December 1, 1940, as reported by Gulf Coast 
producers, follow: 

Canned Shrimp Prices - per dozen tins 


Size Wet pack Dry pack 
Small $1.05 - 1.15 $1.05 - 1.15 
Medium - 1.10 = 1.20 1.10 = 1.20 
Large 1.15 - 1.25 1.15 - 1.25 
Extra large or 

jumbo 1.20 - 1.30 1.20 = 1.30 


California Tuna Pack Sets New Record 


With a pack of 296,000 standard cases of 48 half-pound tins of tuna during November 
1940, the California tuna canners' output during the first 11 months of that year reached 4 
new all-time record of 3,732,000 cases, according to the preliminary monthly release of the 
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State's Fish and Game Division. With one mcnth left in 1940 for continuance of canning 
operations, the pack through November had exceeded the entire 1939 production of 3,421,000 
standard cases. Included in the record pack were 1,862,000 cases of yellowfin tuna, 810,000 
cases of striped tuna, 327,000 cases of bluefin tuna, and 733,000 cases of all other kinds 
of tuna. 


California Mackerel Pack Largest since 1935 


According to statistics issued by the California Fish and Game Division, the pack of 
canned mackerel in that State during the first 11 months of 1940 was greater than in any 
year since the record 1935 pack. Through November 1940 a total of 1,242,000 standard cases 
of 48 one-pound cans of mackerel had been produced as compared with 779,000 cases during the 
corresponding period of the previous year. This represents an increase of nearly 60 percent 
over the 1939 figure. It is not expected, however, that the 1940 pack will exceed the recard 
production of 1,796,000 cases in 1935. 


FOREIGN FISHERY TRADE 


Canned Sardines Retain Lead in Exports of Edible Fishery Products 


Exports of edible fishery products from the United States during November amounted to 
7,619,000 pounds, a decline of 31 percent as compared with the previous month and 37 per- 
cent less than the volume exported in November 1939. Reduced shipments of canned salmon 
and sardines accounted for the major portion of the decline. 


For the second consecutive month, canned sardines led all other items in volume of 
exports. Shipments to the Philippine Islands accounted for 29 percent of the total volume 
of this item exported during the month; those to the United Kingdam, 18 percent; Venezuela, 
16 percent; and Cuba, 11 percent. The United Kingdom received 73 percent of the canned 
salmon exported during November, while 56 percent of the month's exports of canned shrimp 
were consigned to Canada. 


Total exports of edible fishery products during the first 11 months of 1940 were 15 per- 
cent greater than those for the same months in 1939. Shipments of canned salmon to foreign 
countries during the period January-November 1940 were 40 percent above those for the same 
period in 1939, while exports of canned sardines showed a gain of 17 percent. 


United States Exports of Edible Fishery Products i 











Item November November Eleven months ending with November 
1940 1939 1940 1939 
Pounds Pounds Pounds Pounds 
Salmon, canned 1,331 ,000 2,985 ,000 53,690 ,000 38 ,234 ,000 
Sardines, canned 4,965 ,000 7,528 ,000 59 ,195 ,000 50 ,626 ,000 
Shrimp, canned 157 ,000 437 ,000 2,124,000 5,702 ,000 
Other products 1,166 ,000 1,367 ,000 16 ,103 ,000 19 ,715 ,000 
Total 7,619 ,000 12,117 ,000 131,112 ,000 114 ,275 ,000 





1/ Data furnished by Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Commerce. 


Imports of Edible Fishery Products Continue to Decrease 


During November, 28,174,000 pounds of edible fishery products were imported into the 
United States--a decline of 1 percent as compared with the previous month. Among the lead- 
ing items imported during November were salted groundfish, which accounted for 25 percent of 
the total; fresh or frozen fresh-water fish, 16 percent; pickled or salted herring, 15 per- 
cent; and fresh or frozen sea herring, 11 percent. 
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The effect of the present European conflict continued to make its influence felt on the 
imports of fishery products, particularly those of canned sardines. Imports of this item 
during November amounted to 766,000 pounds as compared with 2,405,000 pounds for the same 
month in 1939. During the first eleven months of 1940 a total of 12,265,000 pounds of canned 
sardines was imported into this country as compared with 30,182,000 pounds for the corres- 
ponding period of 1939, a decrease of 59 percent. Total imports of edible fishery products 
during the first eleven months of 1940 were 14 percent less than in the corresponding period 
of 1939. 

Imports of Edible Fishery Products into the United States 











Item November November Eleven months ending with November 
1940 1939 1940 1939 
Pounds Pounds Pounds Pounds 
Fresh or frozen: 
Fresh-water fish 4,457 ,000 4,251,000 48 ,432 ,000 46 ,252 ,000 
Halibut 82 ,000 217 ,000 4,406 ,000 5,441,000 
Salmon 494 ,000 590 ,000 6,735 ,000 6 ,231 ,000 
Sea herring 3,138 ,000 1,188 ,000 22 ,089 ,000 31,474,000 
Swordfish & sturgeon 136,000 89 ,000 3,254,000 3,931,000 
Tuna 809 ,000 180 ,000 7,067 ,000 13,580 ,000 
Fish filleted, skinned, 
boned, etc. 1,337 ,000 891 ,000 14,524 ,000 14,584,000 
Lobsters 583 ,000 288 ,000 15 ,463 ,000 13 ,613 ,000 
Pickled or salted: 
Cod, haddock, hake, 
etc. 7,000 ,000 5,011 ,000 47 ,740 ,000 49 ,405 ,000 
Herring 4,128 ,000 2,566 ,000 25 ,764,000 29 ,216 ,000 
Canned: 
Crab meat 186 ,000 2,460 ,000 11 ,828 ,000 12 ,392 ,000 
Lobsters 72,000 82 ,000 1,526 ,000 844,000 
Sardines 766 ,000 2 ,405 ,000 12 ,265 ,000 30 ,182 ,000 
Tuna 589 ,000 919 ,000 7,164,000 9,535 ,000 








Other fresh, frozen, 
salted, canned, 


etc. 4,397,000 6,713 ,000 47 430 ,000 57,310 ,000 
Total 28 174,000 28 ,350 ,000 275 ,667 ,000 319,990 ,000 





Canada Restricts Imports of Fishery Products 


Exports of fishery products from the United States to Canade apparently will be materi- 
ally affected by an emergency war conservation act which prohibited the importation of a 
large number of items from non-Empire areas. This act was introduced into the Canadian 
Parliament on December 2, 1940, and became provisionally effective on that date. Parliament 
assented to the act on December 6. The following fishery products were included among the 
items mentioned in the act: 


1. Fish, preserved in oil, not otherwise provided for. 


2. Salmon and all other fish, prepared or preserved, including oysters 
not otherwise provided for. 


3. Crabs, clams, or shrimp in sealed containers. 
4. Oysters, shelled, in cans. 
5. Oysters in the shell. 


The reguiations in connection with the emergency trade restriction provide that the 
following shipments be exempt from the restrictions: 
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"Goods in transit to Canada on or before December 2, 1940, if they are in the hands of 
the transportation companies for forwarding to destination. The date of the waybill or bill 
of lading will constitute satisfactory evidence of shipment; 


"Goods ordered prior to December 2, 1940, which arrive at the customs ports of destina- 
tion on or before February 28, 1941, will be permitted entry under a general permit upon 
production by the Canadian importer of a certified copy of the purchase order and such other 
documentary evidence as may be required establishing date of order; ... 


"The declared purpose of the import control measures isto conserve foreign exchange for 
the purchase of essential war materials. This is not contrary to the provisions of the 
United States and Canada Trade Agreement, as Article XII of this Agreement provides that 
nothing in the Agreement shall be construed to prevent the enforcement of such measures as 
the government of either country may see fit to adopt, should that country be engaged in 
hostilities or war." : 


Statistics on United States exports of fishery products to Canada during recent years 
show that the three principal fishery items affected by the act are canned sardines and 
shrimp and shucked oysters. In 1939 United States exports of these items to Canada were as 
follows: Canned sardines, 5,328,000 pounds, valued at $372,000; canned shrimp, 2,790,000 
pounds, valued at $320,000; and oysters, fresh in shell, shucked, frozen, or in ice, 1,530,000 
pounds, valued at $217,000. Shipments of canned sardines to Canada in 1939 accounted for 
only 9 percent of the total exports of this product; however, those of canned shrimp amounted 
to 47 percent of the total, while exports of oysters, fresh in shell, shucked, frozen, or in 
ice, to Canada accounted for 38 percent of the total exports of this item. 


Philippine Islands Canned Fish Imports 


"Philippine Islands.--The local demand for canned fish during November was better than 
in previous months, owing to seasonal requirements, but was not as large as was expected,” 
according to Foreign Commerce Weekly. "Wholesale and retail sales of fish are approximately 
normal, but there was 4 general decline in indent orders, except from one agent. Prices 
were unchanged. Preliminary arrivals during November were: From the United States, sar- 
dines 5,000 cases and salmon 200; from Japan, sardines, 300 cases.” 








Japanese Fishery Exports Decrease 


"Japan's export trade in canned sea food has suffered considerably during the current 
year as @ result of the loss of important European markets", according to Foreign Commerce 
Weekly. "The decline has resulted largely from exchange controls and import restrictions 
imposed by the sterling-bloc countries following the outbreak of hostilities. Toward the 
close of the first half of 1940, however, many important markets were actually inaccessible 
owing to the spread of hostilities to the Mediterranean and Red Sea areas. Heavy specule- 
tive purchases by American buyers and the consequent overstocking of certain Japanese canned 
sea food were primarily responsible for lower shipments to the United States during the 
first 6 months of 1940." 





Exports during the first half of 1940 dropped 28 percent in volume and 15 percent in 
value from January-June 1939. Totals do not include direct exports from Kamchatka. 


"Shipments of canned salmon and trout were well maintained during the last half of 1939 
and the first half of 1940. Exports from all Japanese ports exclusive of Kamchatka reached 
1,317,633 cases during the last half of 1939 and 321,284 cases during the first 6 months 
of 1940. . . - 


"Latest trade reports on export prospects for canned salmon are far from optimistic. 
Prolongation of the European war would make it necessary for Japanese salmon canners to seek 
new export markets or greatly curtail their activities. 
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"During the first 8 months of 1940, 726,814 cases of salmon and trout were inspected 
for export (including Kamchatka). These inspection figures are indicative of actual pro- 
duction during this period, and are submitted in lieu of data regarding the 1940 pack, con- 
cerning which no information is available. 


"Exchange controlsand import restrictions in the overseas possessions of the belligerent 
European nations were primarily responsible for the volume decline of one-third (from 515,169 
to 335,757 cases) in exports of canned sardines during the first half of 1940, compared with 
the same period of 1939. Shipments to the Philippine Islands, normally one of Japan's best 
markets for canned sardines, totaled only 32,430 cases during the first half of 1940, in 
contrast with 75,781 cases during the like period of 1939 and with 39,550 cases during the 
last half of 1939, Although exports to the Netherlands Indies fell by approximately 14 per- 
cent from the volume in January-June 1939, that market continued as one of the best outlets 
for Japanese sardines during the first half of the year. 


"No details are available concerning the 1940 pack, but 624,890 cases were submitted 
for inspection during the first 8 months of 1940. 


"Shipments of canned crab totaled only 117,242 cases during the first half of 1940, a 
decline of more than one-third from the 179,075 cases during the corresponding period of 
last year. Lower exports to Europe were the result of restrictions imposed by the warring 
nations on unessential imports and of the inaccessibility of certain areas, while reduced 
shipments to the United States were primarily due to overstocking of the American market. 
A sharp increase in exports to the yen-bloc area during the first 6 months of 1940 was not 
viewed with optimism in Japanese canning circles, since shipments to these areas contribute 
nothing in the way of foreign exchange. During the first 8 months of 1940, 192,031 cases of 
canned crab were inspected. 


"According to official trade returns exports of canned tuna for the first half of 1940 
reached only 1,624,000 kin (a kin equals about 1.3 pounds), in contrast with 5,170,500 kin 
during the corresponding period of 1939. Unofficial reports are to the effect that ship- 
ments during the first half of 1940 totaled only 133,931 cases (344,354 cases during the 
last half of 1939). The bulk of canned tuna shipments was destined to ‘unclassified' coun- 
tries, including the United States. Shipments to the yen-bloc appear to be increasing in 
importance, totaling 40,623 cases, or 30 percent of the entire trade, during this period." 


THE COVER PAGE 


The oyster industry is our second most valuable fishery, based on income to the fish- 
ermen; and first from the standpoint of employment in the fisheries. Oysters are taken com- 
mercially in each of the States along the Atlantic and Gulf coasts from Massachusetts to 
Texas, inclusive, and in the three Pacific Coast States. In six States oysters are the most 
valuable fishery product taken by commercial fishermen. These are Rhode Island, Connecticut, 
New York, New Jersey, Maryland, and Virginia. 


In 1938 the commercial catch of oysters in the United States amounted to 86,932,000 
pounds of meats, valued at $8,458,000 to the fishermen. 


Three species contributed to this catch. These were the eastern oyster, Ostrea virginica, 
which accounted for 77,923,000 pounds, valued at $7,708,000; the western oyster, Ostrea lurida, 
275,000 pounds, valued at 188,000; and the Pacific oyster, Ostrea gigas, which was intro- 
duced into this country from Japan, 6,734,000 pounds, valued at $562,000. 








Vessels used in the oyster industry are varied. The cover page shows one of the types 
of sailing craft employed. 
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FISHERY TRADE INDICATORS 


(Expressed in Thousands of Pounds) 
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TRADE IN FRESH AND FROZEN 
FISHERY PRODUCTS AND RELATED 
MARKETING CONSIDERATIONS IN THE 
SAN FRANCISCO BAY AREA 


Investigational Report No. 39 


Information relating to San Francisco's supply of 
fishery commodities, marketing channels, the nature of 
the consuming market, trade practices, and problems of 
the fishery industry are incorporated in Fisheries In- 
vestigational Report No. 39, entitled "Trade in Fresh and 
Frozen Fishery Products and Related Marketing Considera— 
tions in the San Francisco Bay Area", by Barton DeLoach,. 
Included among the salient points brought out in the re- 
port are the following: 


1. The annual per capita consumption of fishery 
commodities in the San Francisco Bay area is about 25 
pounds or nearly twice the average per capita consump- 
tion for all of the United States. 


2. The species of major importance in San Fran- 
cisco's retail trade on an annual basis are flounders, 
halibut, salmon, and crabs. 


3. The species of moderate importance in the retail 
trade of San Francisco include barracuda, catfish, hake, 
herring, horse mackerel, "lingcod", mackerel, pilchard, 
rockfishes, sablefish, sea bass, shad, abalone, clams, 
oysters, shrimp, and spiny lobsters. 


The complete report, which discusses the many phases 
of the marketing of fishery commodities in the San Fran- 
cisco Bay area, may be obtained from the Superintendent 
of Documents, Government Printing Office, Washington, 
D. C., for 10 cents. If purchased in quantity lots of 
100 or more, a discount of 25 percent is allowed. 














